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SUBJECT: HARIF AND GOLAN ARTICLES ON INTERIM 
AGREEMENT 

1. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. FOLLOWING IS 
EMBASSY SUMMARY OF JULY II ARTICLES BY HAARETZ 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT MATI GOLAN AND MAARIV 
COMMENTATOR JOSEPH HARIF ON IMPLICATIONS OF 
ISRAELI DOMESTIC POLITICS FOR INTERIM AGREEMENT 
NEGOTATIONS. GOLAN, CONTROVERSIAL JOURNALIST 
AND AUTHOR OF BOOK ON POSTWAR NEGOTIATIONS JUST 
CLEARED BY CENSOR IN SANITIZED FORM, HAS WIDE- 
RANGING CONTACT WITH ISRAELI POLITICIANS. HE 

IS FREQUENTLY TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY THOUGH NOT 
GENERALLY CONSIDERED THE MOST RELIABLE OF ISRAELI 
JOURNALISTS. HARIF HAS EXCELLENT SOURCES OF INFOR- 
MATION AT UPPERMOST LEVELS OE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. IN LAST 
YEAR, HARIF HAS PROVIDED CONTRIBUTIONS OF IN-DEPTH 
COVERAGE OF THINKING OF TOP ISRAELI LEADERS ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 04448 1I1458Z 

NEGOTIATING ISSUES. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. GOLAN WRITES’'...JERUSALEM 

IS WONDERING ABOUT RABIN'S STATUS AFTER SINAI AGREE- 
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MENT...IT IS BECOMING CLEAR THAT AGREEMENT WILL 
RAISE LOUD OUTCRY...ONCE IT BECOMES KNOWN THAT 
ISRAEL CEDED PASSES WITHOUT SATISFYING ANY OF ITS 
DEMANDS-RABIN'S STATUS WILL DEPEND TO AGREAT 
EXTENT ON DEFMIN PERES' MOVES...DEFMIN TOLD 
ALIGNMENT FACTION THAT UNDER PROPOSED TERMS, AGREE- 
MENT COULD HAVE BEEN SIGNED IN MARCH...SOME 
INTERPRETED PERES' REMARKS AS AN ENDORSEMENT OF 
AGREEMENT...HOWEVER, PERES HAS ACTUALLY EXPRESSED 
BITTERNESS AND DISSATISFACTION WITH AGREEMENT... IT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW PERES VOTES. ..IF HE VOTES 
WITH GOVERNMENT, HE CANNOT COME LATER AND SAY HE IS NOT 
HAPPY ABOUT IT...THIS WAY HE WILL FURNISH RABIN 
WITH NECESSARY COVER AND BACKING WHICH HE NEEDS... 

IF PERES ABSOLVES HIMSELF OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
AGREEMENT, RABIN'S SITUATION WILL BE DIFFICULT... " 

3. HARIF WRITES "...INTERIM AGREEMENT 

NEGOTIATIONS CAME AT A TIME WHEN INTERNAL POLARIZATION 
OF LABOR PARTY REACHED ITS PEAK.. .LABOR PARTY-AFTER 
DECISION ON AGREEMENT IS MADE- WILL NOT BE THE SAME... 

AT THIS STAGE IT SEEMS THAT ALL DEPENDS ON RABIN...ALTHOUGH 
ALLON IS WILLING TO LEND HIS HAND TO EFFORTS TO PREVENT 
BLOCKING NEGOTIATIONS...APPARENTLY THE TRUE DRAMA 
IS NOT BETWEEN JERUSALEM AND WASHINGTON...BUT WITHIN 
LABOR PARTY...IF ALLON REMAINS IN MINORITY 
AMONG NEGOTIATING TRIO FAVORING AGREEMENT...HE WILL 
NOT BE ABLE TO RETAIN HIS OFFICE...SAME APPLIES 
TO PRIME MINSTER...IF PERES AND YAACOBI SUPPORT 
AGREEMENT (AND REST OF EX-RAFI MEMBERS, INCLUDING 
DAYAN, VOTE AGAINST), A SPLIT IN RAFI IS POSSIBLE... 

AND EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO TOPPLE THE GOVERNMENT 
EVEN THROUGH COOPERATION WITH FORCES FROM OPPOSITION 
AND COALITION..." 

VELIOTES 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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